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World’s first hybrid powered cruise ship
to be named in Antarctica
Hybrid powered expedition cruise ship MS Roald Amundsen continues to
make history – as Hurtigruten announces the first ever ship naming ceremony
in Antarctica. Instead of the traditional bottle of champagne, MS Roald
Amundsen’s explorer heritage will be honored by naming the vessel with a
chunk of ice.
The naming ceremony will take place this fall, as the first world’s first hybrid
powered cruise ship makes her way to the white continent on her maiden
Antarctica voyage.

- We can think of no better place to name the truly unique MS Roald
Amundsen than the waters of Antarctica – where no ship has ever been
christened before, Hurtigruten CEO Daniel Skjeldam says.
Named in ice - with ice
Named after polar hero Roald Amundsen - who led the first expedition to
traverse the Northwest Passage, the first expedition to the south pole and the
first expedition proven to have reached the North Pole – the MS Roald
Amundsen naming ceremony is set to honor his legacy with a ritual invented
by Amundsen himself.

Roald Amundsen. Photo: National Library
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When christening his famed expedition ship “Maud” in 1917, Roald
Amundsen switched the traditional bottle of champagne for a chunk of ice.
Before crushing the ice against her bow, he stated:
“It is not my intention to dishonor the glorious grape, but already now you shall
get the taste of your real environment. For the ice you have been built, and in the
ice, you shall stay most of your life, and in the ice, you shall solve your tasks”.
Hurtigruten – and the yet to be disclosed godmother – will use the same
ritual when naming MS Roald Amundsen.

- To honor Roald Amundsen and his explorer heritage, we will revive his
ritual. With over 125 year of Polar experience, Hurtigruten will use the first
ever ship naming ceremony in Antarctica to pay our respects to our oceans,
the environment and past and present explorers, Skjeldam says.
.
Green pioneer
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Hurtigruten’s hybrid powered MS Roald Amundsen made maritime history by
being first cruise ship in the world to sail purely on battery power – as she
left Kleven yard for her maiden voyage off the coast of Norway in late June.
IMAGES AND VIDEO:Watch MS Roald Amundsen sailing on battery power
MEET THE CAPTAIN:Hurtigruten veteran Kai (54) to captain MS Roald
Amundsen
.
Specially designed for exploring some of the most spectacular waters of the
planet, MS Roald Amundsen features groundbreaking green technology.
The hybrid powered expedition cruise ship is using battery packs to support

her low-emission engines and will reduce CO2 emissions with more than 20
% compared to other cruise ships of the same size.
– This opens a new chapter in maritime history. MS Roald Amundsen is the
first cruise ship equipped with batteries, something deemed impossible just a
few years back. With the introduction of MS Roald Amundsen, Hurtigruten
sets a new standard not only for cruising, but for the entire shipping industry
to follow, said Skjeldam (pictured).

The stunning scenery will be reflected in a modern Scandinavian design with features spanning from the high-tech Amundsen Science Center, vast
observation decks, an infinity pool, panoramic sauna, wellness center, three
restaurants, bars, Explorer Lounge, aft-facing suites with private outdoor hot
tubs, and the laidback atmosphere that creates the special Hurtigruten on
board feel.
.
EXPLORE THE GREEN PIONEER: Virtual tour of MS Roald Amundsen
.

From pole to pole
MS Roald Amundsen’s maiden season includes expedition cruises along the
Norwegian coast, to Svalbard and Greenland, before becoming the first hybrid
powered ship to attempt a traverse of the legendary Northwest Passage –
following in the wake of the namesake explorer Roald Amundsen’s famed
expedition.
In addition to eco-friendly expedition cruises along the west coast of Northand South America – with destinations bigger cruise ships cannot reach – the
MS Roald Amundsen will head to the extreme south for a full 2019/2020
Antarctica season.
--MEDIA ASSETS: MS Roald Amundsen images, videos and more - for editorial
use only - can be found here
http://bit.ly/msroaldamundsen
--MS Roald Amundsen
The World’s first hybrid powered cruise ship equipped with large battery
packs and groundbreaking green technology.
Built: 2019 Kleven Yards, Norway
Gross tonnage: 20.889
Length: 140 m
Width: 23,6 m
Draft: 5,3 m
Guests: 530
Staterooms & suits: 265
Crew: 151
Cruising speed: 15 knots
Ice class: PC-6
On board facilities includes: A fully equipped Science Center, observation
decks, infinity pool, panoramic sauna, wellness center, three restaurants, bars,
Explorer Lounge, more than 50 % of cabins with private balconies.

Hurtigruten - World leader in exploration travel
Building on 125 years of Norwegian pioneering heritage, Hurtigruten is today
the world's largest expedition cruise company.
Hurtigruten’s rapidly growing fleet of custom-build expedition ships takes
modern-day adventure travellers to the world’s most spectacular destinations
on our Planet - from the High North to Antarctica in the south.
Being the world leader in exploration travel comes with a great
responsibility. Hurtigruten is enhancing destinations and runs an responsible,
sustainable global operation.
Hurtigruten is introducing the world’s first hybrid battery powered cruise
ships, the MS Roald Amundsen and the MS Fridtjof Nansen. A third hybrid
powered expedition vessel will be added to the fleet in 2021.

Contacts
Hurtigruten Expeditions Press Duty Phone
Press Contact
press@hurtigruten.com
+47 47 666 888
Hurtigruten Norway Press Duty Phone
Press Contact
Hurtigruten Norwegian Coastal Express
press@hurtigruten.com
+4748027700
Rune Thomas Ege
Press Contact
VP PR & Communication
Hurtigruten Expeditions
ege@hurtigruten.com
+47 988 288 68

Tarjei Kramviken
Press Contact
Communications Advisor
Hurtigruten Norwegian Coastal Express
tarjei.kramviken@hurtigruten.com
+47 97600637
Øystein Knoph
Press Contact
Head of Storytelling
Hurtigruten Expeditions
oystein.knoph@hurtigruten.com
+47 977 39 224
Anders Lindström
Press Contact
Head of Press and Communications, the Americas
The Americas
anders.lindstrom@hurtigruten.com
+1 646 944 9029
Anne Solsvik
Press Contact
VP Group Communication and Public Affairs
PR & Communication
anne.solsvik@hurtigruten.com
+47 99598796

